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Got, Got to,  Gotten in North American English
Fill in the blank space with  got, got to, or gotten.
1. I didn't like Joe when I met him, but I've ______ used to him.

2. I've ______  leave before two o'clock, or I'll miss my bus.

3. He's _______ be the slowest driver on the road!

4. Do you think Bill's ________ skinnier since the last time we saw him?

5. Jessica is rich. She's ________ an apartment in the city, and a place in the country.

6. They've _____ three dogs, two cats, and a goldfish.

7. She's __________ two more parking tickets in the last month!

Answers and explanations on the next page.
Answers and explanations:
1.  I didn't like Joe when I met him, but I've gotten used to him. 
Most North Americans would use “gotten” here, but “got” isn't a mistake.

2. I've got to leave before two o'clock, or I'll miss my bus.
“have got to” meaning “have to.”
3. He's got to be the slowest driver on the road!
The above sentence is most easily understood as:  He must be ( or has to be) the slowest driver on the road. No other driver drives more slowly than he does. It's something you might say on a road trip if a slow driver was ahead of you,and you couldn't pass him. “Gotten” would change the meaning and indicate that over a period of time, he has become the slowest driver on the road. For context: Joe used to drive fast, but ever since his accident, he's gotten to be the slowest driver on the road. 
4. Do you think Bill's gotten skinnier since the last time we saw him?
Most North Americans would use “gotten” here, but “got” isn't a mistake.
5.  Jessica is rich. She's got an apartment in the city, and a place in the country.
“Got” shows possession. “Gotten” would indicate that she only recently acquired these properties. Nothing in the sentence indicates that she recently purchased the apartment. Therefore “got” is correct.
6. They've got three dogs, two cats, and a goldfish. They've had all of them for years.
Same explanation as #5.
7. She's gotten two more parking tickets in the last month!
The phrase “in the last month” indicates that she has received the tickets recently in the past. This is an example of the present perfect tense where “gotten” could be replaced by another verb such as “received” Most North Americans would use “gotten” here, but “got”isn't incorrect.

